OIL STORAGE WITHIN CHURCH PROPERTIES
HOW THE WATER ENVIRONMENT (OIL STORAGE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2006 May affect your congregation
Introduction
The above Regulations have been passed by the Scottish Government to ensure that oil is stored safely and to minimise the risk of pollution. As a lot of Congregations may use oil-fired heating systems within Churches, Halls, Manses and church owned buildings - collectively referred to in this circular as “Church Premises” - and therefore store oil within the properties for this purpose, it is important that Congregations are aware of the provisions within the Regulations. Effectively, what the Regulations do is impose certain conditions upon the storage of oil, which must be complied with. 

Do these Regulations apply to Churches, Manses, Halls and other Church-Owned Buildings?
The Regulations apply to any kind of oil (except uncut bitumen) which is being stored within a building or outside. 

If Congregations store oil, whether within Church Premises or outside in the surrounding grounds, then, depending on the amount of oil stored there and what the oil is used for, the Regulations may apply to you.  It is likely that the vast majority of Congregations who store oil may fall within the situations outlined in paragraphs (1) and (2) below.
However Manses will probably be exempt because they have smaller containers (again see paragraph (2) below). 
The Regulations do not however apply to oil stored within vehicles. 

What do I have to do?

(1) 
If you store oil in a portable container with a storage capacity of less than 200 litres within Church premises or outside you need only ensure that the container is strong and durable so that the container is unlikely to burst or leak in the course of ordinary use.

If however, the capacity of the container is 200 litres or greater then you will need to adhere to additional provisions by having a secondary containment system, such as bunds, catch-pits or drip trays etc (see below paragraph 3) unless you are storing oil as below under paragraph 2.

(2) 
If you store oil (used solely for fixed combustion appliances providing heating or cooking facilities) in a container with a capacity of 2,500 litres or less on premises used wholly or mainly as a private dwelling, then there are no further requirements under the Regulations. That being said, it would be good practice for the general principles within the Regulations to be observed, i.e. Congregations should ensure that all containers containing oil are strong and durable.

It is worth noting as well that if you are installing a new container or altering an old container with a capacity of 2,500 litres or less to be used in the same circumstances as above, the Regulations merely require you to comply with any requirements laid down by the Building Regulations. The Building Regulations will require a risk assessment to be carried out to determine if a secondary containment system is required.  It would be good practice to record that this assessment has been done.
(3)
If you store oil and neither paragraph (1) or (2) is applicable in your case (and if the container is not situated wholly underground), then there are further more stringent requirements, such as keeping an oil container within a secondary containment system – i.e. bund, catch-pit or drip tray, to ensure that if there are any oil spillages from the contained.   In particular:-
· you are obliged to ensure that oil is stored within a container which is of sufficient strength and integrity to ensure that the container is unlikely to burst or leak in the course of ordinary use;
· the container must be situated within a secondary containment system (i.e. non-porous bund, catch-pit or drip tray) which is capable of holding not less than 110% of the oil container’s total storage capacity. If there is more than one oil container being stored together, the secondary containment system must be capable of holding not less than 110% of the largest container’s storage capacity or 25% of the aggregate storage capacity [whichever is the greater amount].
· The secondary containment system must also satisfy some conditions as below:-

i. It must be positioned in such a way, or other steps taken, so as to minimise any risk of damage by impact as far as reasonably practicable [ i.e. this could be risk of damage by impact from cars];

ii. the base and walls of the secondary containment system must be impermeable to water and oil;

iii. it must not have any valve, pipe or opening on its base or walls;

iv. if any fill pipe or draw off pipe is on the base or walls of the secondary containment system then the junction of the pipe with the base or walls must be adequately sealed to prevent oil from escaping;

· any valve, filter, sight gauge, vent pipe or other equipment ancillary to the oil container (other than a fill pipe or draw off pipe or a pump) must be within the secondary containment system;

· if the connection point to a fill pipe is not within the secondary containment system, a drip tray will need to be used to catch any further spilled oil when the container is being filled with oil;

There are additional requirements for particular types of oil storage. Given that these are detailed and complex, they are set out in the Schedule attached to this circular. 
When do these regulations come into affect?

The Regulations apply in 3 stages.

(1)
They apply to all new oil storage containers (meaning all storage containers in which you have stored oil for the first time after 1 April 2006) as from 1 October 2006. It may be difficult to ascertain whether drums or containers were used before 2006 or not. If this is the case then the best option is probably to use a drip tray. 
(2)
If you have stored oil in a container or containers prior to 1 April 2006 and these are 10 metres away from surface water or 50 metres away from a well or borehole, the Regulations apply as from 1 April 2008 and therefore are retrospective. 
(3)
The Regulations apply to all other oil storage containers as from 1 April 2010.

Further information about the regulations is available from SEPA’s website which explains 

the Regulations in more detail:

http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/regimes/pollution_control/oil_storage.aspx
(You need to scroll down the page to see the section on oil storage).
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Schedule referred to in the foregoing Circular on Oil Storage
In addition to the general rules for oil storage set out in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of the note there are also additional rules for specific types of storage which I note below in turn.
Storing oil in a drum

If you store oil in a drum in conjunction with a drip tray as a secondary containment system, this is fine provided the tray has a capacity of not less than 25% of the drum’s storage capacity or in the event that there is more than one drum used at the same time the tray is not less than 25% of the aggregate storage capacity of the drums. You must however satisfy all of the other requirements where applicable and as detailed in paragraph 3 above as well.
Fixed tank storage of oil

If you use a fixed tank for storing oil
(1) 
any sight gauge must be properly supported and fitted with a valve which closes automatically when not in use; 

(2) any fill pipe, draw off pipe or overflow pipe must be positioned in such a way, or steps taken, so as to minimise any risk of damage by impact so far as reasonably practical and, 

· if above ground must be properly supported or 

· if underground:-

a. must have no mechanical joints except at a place where it is accessible for inspection by removing a hatch or cover;
b. must be adequately protected from physical damage; 

c. must have adequate facilities for detecting any leaks; 

d. and if fitted with a leakage detection device which is continuous to monitor for leaks the detection device must be maintained in working order and tested at the appropriate intervals and at least every 5 years to ensure that it works properly. 
e. and if not fitted with a leakage detection device it must be tested for leaks before its first use and further tests for leaks must be performed and in the case of pipes which have mechanical joints they must be tested for leaks, at least once in every five years, and in every other case at least once every ten years;

· and if made from materials which are liable to corrode it must be adequately protected and pipes permeable to hydro carbon vapours must not be used;
(3) the tank must be fitted with an automatic overfill prevention device which may include an alarm sounding device if the filling operation is controlled from a place where it is not reasonably practical to observe the tank or any vent pipe; 

(4) where it is fitted with a screw fitting or other fixed coupling it must be maintained in good condition and used wherever the tank is being filled with oil; 

(5) where oil from tank is delivered through a flexible pipe which is permanently attached to the container or delivery pump the pipe must be (i) fitted with a tap or valve which automatically closes or a tap or valve with a shut-off device; (ii) must be enclosed in an secure cabinet which is locked when not in use and must be equipped with a drip tray or the pipe must have a lockable valve that is locked shut when not in use and it must be kept within the secondary containment system when not in use; 

(6) Any pump for a fixed tank must be fitted with an non return valve in its feedline and must be positioned in such a way, or other steps must be taken, so as to minimise any risk of damage so far as reasonably possible and must be protected from unauthorised use.

(7) Any permanent vent pipe, tap or valve through which oil can be discharged from the tank to the open must satisfy the following requirements:

· it must be arranged so that any oil discharged from the tank other than to its intended destination is contained within the system; and

· in the case of a tap or valve it must be fitted with a lock and locked shut when not in use.

(8) You must also satisfy the requirements in paragraph 3.
Bowser used for storage of oil

It must satisfy the following additional requirements:-

(1) Any tap or valve permanently fixed to the bowser through which oil can be discharged to the open must be fitted with a lock and locked shut when not in use.
(2) Where oil is delivered through a flexible pipe which is permanently attached to the mobile bowser:-

· the pipe must be fitted with a manually operated pump or valve which automatically closes when not in use.  
· The pump or value must be fitted with a lockable valve at the end where it leaves the container and must be locked up when not in use.

· Any sight gauge secured to a mobile bowser must be fitted with a valve or tap which must be locked and in the shut position when not in use.

(3)  You must also satisfy the applicable requirements in paragraph 3.
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