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Dear Presbytery Clerk
Historic Buildings

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

As I am sure you are aware, many Church of Scotland congregations have benefited from the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme which was first introduced in April 2001 by the then Chancellor, Gordon Brown, and which has subsequently been extended in its scope.  The Scheme enables Congregational Treasurers to recover by way of a Treasury grant, an amount equivalent to the VAT at the standard rate which has been paid in respect of repair and maintenance work at listed church buildings. 

The Scheme was originally conceived as an interim measure while a review of VAT rates was undertaken by the European Community.  The UK Government’s intention had been to bring the VAT treatment of repair and maintenance work at listed church buildings in line with alterations which are zero-rated.  Unfortunately, the EEC review has concluded that there should be no change in the VAT status of repairs to listed ecclesiastical buildings.  
The Scheme has been scheduled to be wound up by the end of March 2011.  Through the Scottish Churches Committee, the General Trustees have already expressed their concern about the potential loss of the Scheme and the matter will be brought to the attention of the General Assembly during the presentation of the Trustees’ Report on 26 May.  Commissioners will be invited to take home with them a sample letter which Congregational Boards and Kirk Sessions might wish to use in order to lobby their MPs.  

South of the border, a campaign to lobby for retention of the Scheme is underway.  The Church of England Bishops in both England and Wales will be writing to all the MPs in their dioceses asking them to support an extension of the Scheme.  I have been asked by the Trustees to write to you in the hope that the Presbytery would be willing to lobby the newly-elected representatives of Westminster constituencies within your Presbytery bounds inviting them to support the continuation of the Scheme.  For further information, I am attaching a copy of the sample letter which will be available on the Church of Scotland website for use by congregational representatives.

Should you have any queries about the matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully
David D Robertson
David D Robertson LLB NP
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